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Labour) regarding "Industrial Disputes" shows the
increased tempo of struggles in the first half of 1949, as
compared with the half year immediately preceding.

Number of       tfumlber of       Number of
strikes       workers invol-       man-days
Period                                                           ved              lost

July to December 1948 648 4,69,870 21,08,949
January to June 1949

(Incomplete data)             644       4,59,375       36,77,207

Thus, although the figures for the first half in 1949,
are admitted to be incomplete, they show a rise of over
75 per cent in the number of man-days lost while the
number of strikes and workers involved remain approxi-
mately the same.

Together with the working class, all sections of the
toilers have come out in fighting actions inspired by
working class resistance to the offensive of the crisis.

The ever-growing unity between the working class
and the student movement, led by the All-India Students5
Federation, is symbolic of the growing solidarity
between the working class and the students.

As for the Indian women, in Bengal already over
thirty of them have given their lives in recent months
in the cause of the toilers' struggles. In Calcutta, hund-
reds of city women have marched again and again in
solidarity with the working class. Five of their leaders
were killed by police bullets when they came out in
April last in solidarity with the imprisoned toilers* lead-
ers who were on hunger strike in jail.

Struggles of the poor peasants and agricultural lab-
ourers for a living wage and land have also reached a
new peak in West Bengal, (an indication of which can
be had from the repeated police firings in the villages
reported almost daily in the press), in Andhra, Tamilnad
and Malabar. In Telengana, where the mass of peasants
drove out the feudal barons and carried out land reforms
in 2,500 villages, they bravely resist all attempts to reim-
pose the old regime. No amount of terror has been able
to suppress the great message of Telengana from reach-
ing and enthusing to action ever wider sections of our
poor peasants and agricultural labourers.